5 Tales to
Brinkman and he
a tale of his own to

g kit Canterbury when
man, B yourg Vichoria rag artiL
put of academe, showad up in
i Englizh cathedral town in 2000
BemEsnoralions. marking tne
aniversany of the death of
iy Chaucer. Scholarly analysis
ERSucEr's The Canterbery Taies
ot 0 (8 tumad on 5% head
an tried to present his kp-
Eiaptation of The Knight's Tase,
by 280 A% the frst of the ool
s 24 s,
glcaly, thes wanled 13 run me
L " sy Brinkman, “Trey
L e [t ot all,”
& 80 & bureaucrtic cockan,

lnatw b wars Chming and no

PETER
BIRNIE

Thealre
Critic

o warhed anything 1o do with
Erinkiman of his adaptation. This
despte the fact the 2dyear-old artis
aamed his MA &1 UVic in mecioval
and Reraiseanta English ierature,
and ¢an ba ranknd as a Chaucer
fanatic,

“Shakespeane's shwiys hogling
e spotiight,” Brinkman compiains.,
*This & resfly 8 tribute b Chauger,
becass g is such an animated
way of tefling a slory.”

Chaucer's peamiss had pigrims 10
Cantertary trying 1o out<do each oth-
e {pling thles in & comgatition. That
struck Brinkman a5 analogous 10
ireastyia storsinling contests by

rap artists, and he S84 10
Lering Chraucers original Wi
e English into modem sireet ver
nacuarn, Hem's how he desoribes tha
[Ep== e

“For my formal guldelings and
Inspiraticn | looked 1o conlemponary
artists such as Nes, Eminam, Sick
Rick, Common, KiS-One, Gift of Gab,
Talks Heved and many others wha uss
i Intricate polysyilabic rsme combing-

sions in Thei lics 10 tell siones.,
erheriain and aducehe. Thus,
Chaucer's ambic pentamster cou-
plets become Aur-stness fines with
deraa iniemal rhyme schemes, whils
£5 narmtives remain essentially the
same, though abridged.”

I the: process sounds dry and acs
i, the: résult is vol. Biskman
has presented ks varsion of The
Knight's Tale in & 20-minute rap o
classes af schools and colleges in
tha Vienoria anea, and teachers
report back that students hive

today's

greater imerest in and befler appreck-
ation of Chaucer &8s haaning his
by tales tokd in hiphop
Ehyla,

Ot the 1857 Si moniihs Brinkman
eddad The Miar's Take and The Par
gongr’s Take to thit mix, &nd ciodas.
Iy taing the pamody of Chaucer's
Taka of Sir Thopas and tuming i en
hirrisatf — “Me, @ Bitie ﬂrmmwﬂr-f L

Bevrhwery Tales 51 VBNCOUW'S ¥
Fastival, with at least ond Show evary
day from Sept. 4 to 14 &t Thind
Mvanue Gallery, 1725 W, Third, Aflor
(his deiout he hopes to Rit the Sl
fringie-fast chrouit reod yaar, but notes
thast, Shesre ans ot fish (o fry &
well
*This i not my only BSPEToN [k
cafy,” Brinaman says.
Sam Thearre Crirke
phimicilpagoanet.com
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