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My kingdom for a full house

When Christian
Slateris playing
downtheroad-
whowantstosee
ateenRichard lI?
AdiBloom
reportsonthe
trials ofthe
Edinburgh Fring

i be, Ih whao plays
the I-Ilt‘ role in Rigkard U1,
ackrorwdedges than seeking an
audience sbove adoring pareeis is
uchallenge.

"M school, drama can easily
become n hobiy, not something
that's taken serioushy” he said
s bere, the nudicrson dont have
I coeme amad sow you. You need o
ke i sl effort to prepare.”

The youthhalness of the Rickard
I cast ineviimbly means thas the
WI0TE NEVET seem enlirely come
fomable speuking the verse

But what il the performanoe
adove the school hall are & series
of genuinely iffnovative directorial
wuches, The action b ransherred
W the Fla century, and modem
elemenis are woven indo the scripl:
“here comes o message” Cuern
Elimabeth says, ms her mobile
el boops.

Crver at venue 65 i Jim Dutson,

MHEE'U”M HJI'I'IW left, PB!rll."‘k F!rmn!l.‘ 'IB plqr! the king in Bishop's Stortford College’s

medem-dness Bichand AU Right, Baba Brinkman does his youth-friendly rap version of Chaucer

 foomer Lelcesiershie deputy
head, He has taken a youlh ares
group o Edinbargh to perform
Chace a Cathofle, 5 mory of sevaal
awakemang s im oa 19508 girls
Cathalic school.

He mid: "You can® rdy on
mwums ardl dads parning up. The
kids really hanve fo compete”

Az with Richard I, porfraving
charsciers aeross thé age ranpe
can pose difficehies among a
yonithhal cass.

“The maost difficudi thing for any
actor 1o be is themselves. Irs easi-
erf M0 et & node than to play some
oty o oem age. Soil's actually
very hard for our aciors 1o play
fifth-fosmers,” s&id Mr Dutson.

Mo such excuse is available,
thaazgh, for Jem Nails, on Ameri-
can. comedienie,  whose o
wiornan show, Evlive, stbempis o

recreate life in o US primary.

She romps throwgh A series of
sserootypes:  the  carmest.  over-
achieving 12vear-old. the kyper-
enthusiastic Spanish weacher, and
ehe wiellHmeanicg mishe pescher,

Bui there is no wil, verve of
insight in her chamacierisations.
Theey reveal no tamiiariny with
the reality of schaal Kie.

The publicity material says a
Florida weacher has gusked thad
Iyiice made her “Yhink desply™
This B mone rnﬂ'lulg a8 an
indictnent of e American schoaol
sysiem than as a critical apprisal
of the show,

Bul. il at times the festival cn
seem a haven for undernchieving
performers, faith s resiored by
shimvs sich az The Bap Camler-
bury Tales,

Performed by Baba Brinkman,

a 25-vear-nkl Car
isfying reseml
ping rap star Eminem, Ih. o
howr performance retells three of
Chaucers tabes for the hip-hop
BEncTation.

“I'm sponsored by Miller's
beer.” suys one characier. “=o yall
can call me the Miller.”

His snapgw. innceative rigmes
retain the spirit of the origins] e,
while also offering a very midkenn
wvpeof posiny.

“Kids can relale 65 hiprhop
said Mr Brinkman. “And freesiyle
ragebaitding s very simdlar 0
Chavcer's  sonieling  compels-
tiam. I'm an English nend. 1'm not
n gangster, I've never shot & gun
Bagt I'ma shorwimg ghat Chaiueet cin
relale o evervday life”




