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RAPPERS’ TALE

USING HIP-HOP
TOTURN KIDS ON
TO CHAUCER
CANADA, A3

PRICES ARE DRIVING
US TO DISTRACTION,
BUT NOT ENOUGH

TO CHANGE OUR WAYS
cny,F1

“Nov one Krows Chaucer like the English,” says Baba Brinkman, who periorms rap version of
the Canterbury Tales. ‘But when they see me perform it ... they can tell | Know him well."

The rapper’s tale:
Canadian funks up Chaucer

The English weren't so

his hip-hop classics, writes CHRIS LACKNER.

“hen Canadian rap-
per Baba Brinkman
first presented his

hip-hop adaptation of Ge-
offrey Chaucer™s The Can-
terbury Tales in England, he
was given the cold shoul-
der by Chaucer purists.

Five ycars later, his rap
adaptation is being used to
reconnect English children
with the poet’s wark.

Mr. Brinkman, a native of
Victoria, recently complet-
ed & 24-school English tour
performing his  modern
wariations on The Pardon-
er's Tale, The Wife of Bath's
Tale and The Millers Tale,
three storles from the f2-
moes Lyth-century epic.

The tour, sponsored by
Cambridge University, paid
Mr. Brinkman about 433 a
ST,

Mr. Brinkman says a
number of schoals have in-
vited him back in the fall
for more edwcational per-
formances,

In order to connect with
students, M. Brinkman said
he draws lnks between the
lyrbes of modern rap artists
1o the words of Chaueer,

“I try to approsch the kids
and say ‘here is what Jay-Z
or Snoop Dogg said and
here is what Chaucer said’
and then help them under-
stand the simdlarities,” Mr.

Brinkman explained yester-
day when reached in Lon-
don. “They're different
styles and different rhy-
thms and rhymes, but they

quick to warm to

really need to think of
Chaucer as the rapper of his
age. It's all cultural context
=— @ person gefs into the
storyielling and rhyme
schemes of their time. To-
day it's mp and in his day, it
was court poetry.”

The 26-year-old said he
received a warm welcome
from students and even
won over an audience of
skeptical English acade-
mics when he performed at
Cambridge In January,

“Mo one knows Chaucer
like the English — its part
of their blood here and they
feel very protective of it,”
Mr, Brinkman. *But when
people see me perform, it
wins them over. They can
el 1 kv Bk well™

It was a much better re-
ception than he received in
2000 when he attended a
Canterbury commemora-
tion of the Gooth anniver-
zary of Chaucer's death,
Drue to miscommunication
betwren organizers, Mr
Brinkman had no venuse to
perform at and other par-
ticipants of the celebration

unwelcoming.

Fittingly, on his recent
tour across England, no
Canterbury schoals partici-
pated, *The impression 1
get is that they're a little
protective of their icon —
they like Chaweer just the
way e in”

Canterbury nalives can
rest assured Me. Brinkman
does indeed know his sub-

ject matter well.

In 003 he graduated from
the University of Victoria
with a master’s degree in
medieval and Renalssance
English litcrature. But it was
during hiz undergraduate
thesis at Simon Fraser Uni-
versity that be first explored
the links between hip-hop
and Chaucer.

Mr. Brinkman first turmed
Chaucer's A Knight's Tale
into a rap for a class assign-

ment, which Inid the
groundwaork for his thesis
and current carcer.

With the help of & ghos-
sary of Middle English and
a stack of rap albums, he
has diligently translated
Chaucer's words  and
themes. Typically, zoo00
words translates into a 20-
minute rag.

Odfiering an example of his
translation, Mr. Brinkman
quites A line from The
Miller’s Tale: “Avyseth yow
and put me oute of blame™
becomes “check yoursell
anvd domt blame me”

Mr. Brinkman has per
formed his hip-hop Chau-
cer around the world, in-
cluding Prague, San Fran-
claco and a hit run at the
2004 Edinburgh Fringe Fes-
thval in Scotland, He has al
so performed his work in
front of B.C. high school
students since 2003,

“Some people ask me if

TI'm worried abouat dumbiog
Chauneer down and making
it too accessible, but T iry
and stay true bo the original
spirit of the text,” he sald
“The goal is to encourage
kids bo read Chaucer'’s orig-
Imeal wonrk.”



