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RAP versions ﬂf I:‘-hnucm"s
Canterbury Tales have been
keeping Cambridge voung-
sters rapt.

Canadinn hip-hop star Baba
Brinkman stunned pupils with his
unigue performance of the medieval
stories, written some time before
L.

Baba, & Chauecer scholar and rap
“battler™, was brought to the UK by
Cambridge University for a two-
month tour of schooks

Hia latest visit was to 5t Matthew's
| Primary School in Rorfolk Street.

Baba, who hails from Vancouver,
said: "They're using me as Kind of a
hook. I go inte schools and do the

Chaucer Fap and 1that's the H11|£-'_

| introduction 10 medieval theatre.
“The Rap Canterbury Tales
started in 1999 as An experiment, an
| attempt to adapt Chaucer's stories
inte A rap style to make them
accessibie.

“Comparing Chaucer's tics o
those of rap artksts was the subject
| of my thesis at the time and this

seemed a natural extension. Sinte

then the praject has snowbalked into

“An extract of The Pardoner’s Tale:
“And up they stirte, al dronken in this rage,
And forth they goon towards that village,
0Of which the taverner hadde spoke biforn,
And many a grisly cath thane han they sworn,
And cristes blessed body al torente,
Deeth shal be deed, if that they may hym hente!
Whan they han goon nat fully half a mile.”

into 21st Genty

By’ David Williams

n successful one-man theatrical |
poerformance, a series of educational |
presentations and workshops and a
CD recording.

“The translations stay as close as
possible 1o the tone and thrst of the
original Tales, while completely
updlating the language into a lively
hip-hop rhyme siyle. They are
m:rm::i-.'n'..'l.]'l[ﬁI a bit raunchy, but 1
relinquish all due credit and blame
to Chaucer, as he did to his
'soqrces’.”

Sarah James, research associate at
Cambridge University's Facully ol
English, brought Baba to the
country last year, after he scored &
rave reviews al the Edinburgh }
Fringe Festival - an event which e 8
redurns 1o pext month.

Speaking after another well- |
received showing before the 5t |
Matthew"s children, she said: 11 was
absolutely wonderful, it was a kot of
fun and that's exactly what the
original Canlerbury Tales are all 48
about.”

davidwilliams
@eam bridge-mews. co.uk

... and Baba's rap version:

* ... When he said his piece,

The rest agreed, and the three friends hit the streets.

Aind went to seek their destiny and provoke a confrontation,
In a drunken rage hoping Death would come and face them,
Their intoxication made them sure of their purpose,

And fed the infernal furnace of their courage,

A kernel nourished by these three

murderous wretches in denial.

Less than a mile into their quest to put Death on trial”
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Pnlme seek All
crash driver

A FEMALE driver is being sought by
palice following a crash on the All. |
A Vaunchall Vectra was invalved ina
rond traffic collision on the ANVL oo
mibe from the Charterhowss Bridge at
12 22am on Saturday The car ended

up in the central reservation |
Palice woubd like to frace the owner of |
w silver Mercedes Coupe - » female
driver who was wearing glasses. |
Please contact P Jane Allen on 0845
458 4564 il you have any information.

Shed fire extinguished

FIREFIGHTERS were called to a shed
fire in Histon,

O crew [rom Cambridge atbendbed
the fire in a large oatbutiding in
Orehard Road, Histon at 11.51pm on
Saturday night

The blaze was brought under control
by 12.27am using one hoss resl

One person was treated for smoke
inhalation by Nrefighters who had to
cut away part of the bublding to douse |
the fre.

Butterflies attracted

BUTTERFLIES and moths are to have
nicer homes at thrée nature reserves
in Huntingdonshire thanks 1o a
£12,800 donation.

The monay from Land (il Tax eredit
fursding was handed over 1o the
Wildlife Trust by WREN on behall of
The Waste Recycling group

1t will go to 51X nature reserves,
including Brampion Wood, Upwood
Meadows and Houghton Meadows

In Brampion Wood areas will be
ereated Lor butterflies, moths and
ofher insects.

The reserve expects 1o allracl orange
tip and ringlet butterflies, along with
white admirals and the black
hairstreak, one of the counly's rEres]
butterflies.

0dd entertainment

THE Duddfellows have a number of
events coming up this autumn,

On Tuesday, September 27 you can
vishl a private collection of muskenl
boxes and organs at Lardbesch, whills
Thursday, Dctober § sees an evening
of entertainment

Tickels for both evenls are £3.

The group is also panning its annual
Christmas Party an Satarday,
December 17 in e Lodge roon, 131
MNewmarket Raad, Cambeidge.

It starts at 745pm and tickets are £5
each. For further information or
tickets contact Mike Park an (01223}
351147,

Parachute for free

DAREDEVILS are heing saught to
help with an appeal by & disabled
gports organisation,

British Wheelchair Spart b5 looking
for able bodied volunieers to take pari
in & sponsored parachute jump,

The 10,0000 jump k= on offer al more
than 20 venues aroiind the country

To fired out where you can take part in
OUF area please visit

e flern e org Uk oF call
Wheesl power on (01256) 395 495,

Blood donor sessions

YO can donate blood ina number of
venues in the region this month:
Huntingdon Commemoration Hall,
High Strest, Hunlingdon on Twesday,
Aupgast 2 from 1pme-dpm and 4 3050
7pm; Chatteris Conservative Clul,
King Edveard Road, Chatioris, on
Mlondan Auagust 1wt U s
opening times, and the Priory Cenfre,
Priory Lane, 51 Heots on Wednesday,
Adigust 3 at the sonse thimes




